
2,822

304 attendees supported our 
two fundraising events—

Under the Sea and Celebrity Island 
Dinner, where Robin Cook (right) 
of The Sanibel Captiva Trust Co. 
was the top celebrity server.

LEADING SCIENTISTS participated in 
Mollusks in Peril, the first international 
conference on the topic. Their 
presentations are available online.

PROFESSIONAL VISITS to U.S. 
aquariums to establish working 
partnerships with like-minded  
national organizations.

LOCAL SPECIES hatched in the 
Museum’s aquariums this year as 
we strive to learn more about these 
amazing creatures. 

STAYING FINANCIALLY STRONG

REVENUE

$1.63 M

SUPPORTING SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

REACHING THE NEXT GENERATION OF LEADERS

117,000
LOTS IN OUR COLLECTION NOW ACCESSIBLE TO SCIENTISTS THROUGH iDIGBIO
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APPRECIATING OUR COMMUNITY

EXPENSES

$1.26 M

6,689 HOURS 
LOGGED 
BY 135 
VOLUNTEERS

12
15

MONTHLY 
BUSINESS 
SPONSORS

TRUSTEES 
CREATING 
A 10-YEAR 
MASTER PLAN

1st YEAR

4TH GRADERS ATTENDED OUR 
“ADOPT-A-CLASS” FREE FIELD TRIPS

60%
MORE

STUDENTS 
THAN 
PRIOR
YEAR

WE WILL 
REACH 
THOSE 
WHO 
CANNOT 
REACH US. 

MOLLUSKS ON THE MOVE 
launched in 2016, taking our 
programs (and mollusks) throughout 
Lee and Collier Counties. 21 visits 
are already scheduled for 2017.
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þ Admissions: 
31% $495,862

þ Donations and 
Membership: 
27% $442,949

þ Grants:  
20% $330,410

þ Programs 
and Events: 
12% $200,481

þ Retail:  
10% $162,973

þ Programs: 
55% $689,544

þ Administration 
and Store: 
24% $305,343

þ Fundraising: 
9% $115,429

þ Occupancy: 
7% $93,631

þ Advertising 
and Marketing:  
5% $58,868

The Bailey-Matthews
National Shell Museum
3075 Sanibel-Captiva Road
Sanibel Island, FL 33957

(239) 395-2233

www.ShellMuseum.org

Whether you’re a long-time 
resident or a first-time visitor 
to Sanibel/Captiva, shells are 
probably on your mind. Your 
family delights in them at the 
beach, you might collect them 

to take home as souvenirs. 
Perhaps you’ve become one of 

our local shell experts!  
At the Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum, we 

love the beauty of shells, and we also love the natural 
world that they embody. I thought I would share with 
you some of what we at the Museum believe:

WE BELIEVE THAT MOLLUSKS, THE SHELL 
CREATORS, ARE AMAZING ANIMALS. THERE 
ARE MORE KINDS OF MOLLUSKS THAN ANY 
OTHER ANIMALS IN THE OCEAN. THEY ARE 
A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE WORLD’S 
FOOD WEB—INCLUDING OUR OWN. MANY 
ARE ENDANGERED AND MOST PEOPLE DON’T 
KNOW THEY EXIST. 

OPENING EYES TO SANIBEL’S LIVING BEACHES

Daily Beach Walks at the Island Inn with our 
marine biologists this past year.

1st Annual 
NATIONAL 
SEA SHELL DAY

75|339
AMBASSADORS HOURS ON THE BEACH
Our brand new Shell Ambassadors 
welcomed, taught and encouraged visitors 
since the program started in November.

365|4K+
DAILY BEACH WALKS BEACHGOERS

We believe that unless people come to care about 
the animals that create shells, these creatures and 
the ocean they live in are at risk—and our lives will be 
diminished in ways we can only begin to imagine.

When people meet mollusks, they fall in love 
with them. It may start with a love for their beautiful 
shells, then through our work, for the living creatures 
themselves—the shell creators.  

We believe that there is no other place in the world 
that is doing this work. There is no other community 
in the world that is as invested in the health of these 
mollusks—and the ocean—as are our island friends.

 We can change the world— 
one shell (and shell lover) at a time. 

DORRIE HIPSCHMAN
Executive Director 
Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum

Florida Fighting Conches 
in our live tank—notice the 

small eyes poking out! 

CONNECTING WITH A GLOBAL 
COMMUNITY— FOR GLOBAL IMPACT

60,000
8K|44K

VISITS TO OUR WEBSITESOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWERS

As seen on Good Morning America! 

PROVIDING FUN, EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMMING FOR ALL AGES

7,300
2,190
SHELL CRITTERS MADE

HOURLY LIVE TANK TALKS

HANDS-ON 
ACTIVITIES 
IN OUR NEW 
EXHIBITS19
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17,500 TOTAL MUSEUMS IN THE UNITED STATES

We are one of only  
802 accredited museums in the U.S.!

ANNUAL REPORT 2016

VISITORS 
FROM AROUND 
THE GLOBE

CONNECTING YOU TO THE NATURAL 
WORLD THROUGH A LOVE OF 
SHELLS AND THE MARVELOUS 
ANIMALS THAT CREATE THEM. 



William and Margie Abraham
J. M. and Janet Abrams
Don and Jane Adams
Judith Adler
Adventures in Paradise
Tom and Jane Agnes
Charles Alexander
Pete and Pat Allen
Anna Urban Allen
Lee and Margery Almas
Lawrence Amon
Mary Anderson
Joe and Leslie Anding
Susan Andrews
Tom and Linda Annesley
Dennis Arce and Carmen Zayas
Asplundh Foundation
Michael and Christine Attardo
Bruce and Ginny Avery
William Badgley and Carol McEntee
Bailey’s General Store
Barry and Janette Baker
Thomas Ball
Bank of the Islands
Mark and Gretchen Banks
John and Judy Barbieri
Kenneth and Jane Barna
Ellen Barrett
Rick Bartleson
James and Kim Bartolini
Ric Base
Richard Batt and Robin Harris
Emily Bau-Madsen
Mary Bauer
Bean, Whitaker, Lutz, & Kareh, Inc.
Ruth Becker
Clair Beckmann
Cliff and Susan Beittel
Susan Bellevue
Benchmark Construction
Pete and Nancy Bender
Michael and Margie Bennett
Rosemary Benson
The Benton Family
Donald Beresky and Roxanne Marks
Greg and Donna Bergamo
Christopher and Katherine Berman
Terry and Mary Bigelow
C. William Black
F. Matthew and Dona Blaine
Tom Bogar and Gail Carr
Eldon and Judy Bohrofen
Fred and Mary Bondurant
Bonita Springs Shell Club
Ron and Mary Jo Bopp
Sherwood and Sharon Boudeman
Margaret Boutwell
Robert and Patricia Bowden
Margaret Bowen
Wayne and Linda Boyd
Pam Boynton
Thomas and Deborah Braciszewski
Patricia Bradley
Patrick and Michaela Brady
Stephen and Katherine Branam
Edward and Marilyn Braun
John and Catherine Bridge
Brightstreet Group
Lisa Brooks
Joseph and Linda Brunner
Susan Buehler
Rodger and Mary Jo Bunnell
Robert and Judith Burgstahler
D. Keith and Pat Campbell
The Campbell Foundation
George and Lynne Campean

Larry and Jane Carter
Daniel and Donna Casey
The Cedar Chest Fine Jewelry
John Cena
Frank Charmoun
Alfred and Annabelle Chatfield
Chloe’s of Captiva
Jennifer Chorman
Gustav and Vibeke Christensen
Larry and Ginger Chumney
Thelma Clark
John and Judy Clark
Tamsan Cleveland
Dennis and Mary Clifford
Lisa Cochrane
Roger and Ann Cogswell
Chittaranjandas Conda
Congress Jewelers
David and Roberta Conrad
Doug and Robin Cook
Barbara Cooley
John and Faye Cooper
Art Corace
James Cordy
Shirley Costello
Tom and Jeanie Cottingham
Michael and Suzanne Cullen
Margaret Currie
Thomas and Margaret Curtin
Lance and Eillen Curtright
Michael and Shirlla Cuscaden
Donald Dan
Peter and Sue Danford
Chris and Becky Davison
Jeff and Susan Dean
Nancy Dehmlow
Daniel and Mary Delk
Dennis and Gretchen Delman
Richard Deming
Dotty DeVasure
Dennis and Laura Devoy
Donald and Mary Carol Dillinger
Anne Dillon
Doc Ford’s Rum Bar & Grille
Henry and Lorna Domke
Marlene Donaldson
Elizabeth Donley and Meghan Kimber
Katharine du Pont Sanger
Lammot DuPont
Rick and Laurie Durant
Dan and Susan Earley
Hope Eastin
EcoPlanz, Inc.
Joel and Linda Edinburg
Karen Ellington
Stephen and Kathleen Elliott
Englewood Shell Club
John and Betty English
David and Linda Essig
Joe and Sara Evans
Matt and Cathy Evers
Cindy Ewell
Alfred and Alice Fariole
Christian and Jamie Fautz
Lowell and Kathy Fay
Carolyn Fazio
Tom and Joan Feeley
David and Mika Filkins
Fred and Marianne Fischer
Terry and Barbara Flannery
Hans and Leslie Fleischner
William and Louise Flint
Dennis Flint
Gerald and Brenda Fowler
Frank and Mary Fravel
Debbie Freeman

Barbara Freeman
Walter and Methel Gale
Sam and Kathy Galloway
Meredith Gantt and Larry Natt
Gail Geibel
Stanley and Visnja Gembicki
Gene’s Books
Douglas and Sherry Gentry
Alan Gettleman
Ron and Phyllis Gibson
Philip Gildernberg
Henry and Jean Glass
Rebecca Godley and Jerome Missel
Tom and Anne Golden
Herbert and Judy Goldenberg
Joy Goldsmith
The Arthur & Constance Goodman 

Family Foundation
James and Maureen Gorman
Roger Gott
Joan Grabe
Leone Graham
Shirlene Grasgreen
Ira Grasgreen
Joan Grayson
Steve and Mandy Greenstein
Bill and Shelley Greggs
Phyllis Gresham
Lynn and Beverly Grimshaw
Roger and Sandra Grogman
Lyder and Charlene Gulbrandsen
John and Mary Hackett
Haffenreffer Family Fund
William Hallstead
Steven and Patricia Hammarberg
Madelyn Hanlon
Richard and Barbara Hansen
Al and Sally Hanser
Juliana Harding
Roger and Jackie Harned
Charles and Peggy Harper
John and Deborah Harrington
Robert Harrison
Marty and Brenda Harrity
William Harvat and Elizabeth Bernens
Matt Hatch and Juli Jameson
Charles and Lori Hawes
Heidrick & Co. Insurance
Hans Heinz
Edward and Annette Hendrick
Walt Hendry and Janet Strickland
John and Jane Henshaw
David and Dorrie Hipschman
Stanley and Dorothy Hirschfeld
Sue Hobbs and Phil Dietz
Shirley Hoch
C.R. Hockensmith
Donice Holaway
Brian and Melanie Holaway
Peter and Donna Holden
Robert and Jane Holder
David Holzinger and Linda Zylman
Marguerite and Guy Howard Fund
Barry and Marilyn Humphries
Richard and Priscilla Hunt
Eric and Beverly Hurd
Jim and Glenna Irwin
Island Chiropractic Center
Island Inn
Island Night
Island Sun Publications
Island Vacations of Sanibel & 

Captiva, Inc.
John and Cheryl Jacobs
John and Lana Jacobs
Mary and Richard Jalkut

Steve and Tina James
Jill Janda-Kanner
James and Sue Jefferson
Tad and Nancy Jeffrey II
Jensen’s Twin Palm Resort Marina
Carol Jeschke
Jerald and Susan Jindrich
John Grey Painting
Nancy and Brian Johnson
Judith Jones and Rosemary Powell
John Jones
Rhonda Jordan and Fred Nerger
Creton and Melissa Kalfoglou
Karen Karp and Harland Glaz
Duane Kauffmann
Robert and Joan Kent
Greg Kerns and Rebecca Cox
Deirdre Kieckhefer
Jerome King and Dale Anne Reiss
Marlene King Burris
Kiwanis of Sanibel-Captiva
Frank and Joyce Klucken
Robert and Cynthia Koch
The Louis B., II and Josephine L. 

Kohn Family Foundation
John and Linda Kramer
Robin Krivanek
James and Darlene Kroencke
Sophia Kuharich
Osma Kular
The L.A.T. Foundation
Philip and Madeline Lacovara
Murry and Pam Langfitt
William and Deborah Larson
Christopher and Teri Lasher
Ronald and Kelly Lauta
Jack and Lori Law
Herbert and Lenore Lawrence
Michael Lazarus and Laura Kline
Jeffrey and Andrea Ledis
Harry Lee
Lee County Electric Cooperative
The Lee County Tourist 

Development Council 
Marcia Legru
Kay Lenart
David and Anita Lenes
Alan and Edina Lessack
Joel and Shirley Levine
James Lewis
Jack and Virginia Lightbourn
Calvin and Patricia Linnemann
Glen Littleton and Mary Steeb
Edward and Irene Longley
Philip and Patricia Love
David Lowe and Nana Booker
James and Brenda Lowman
Sally Lund
William and Carol Lyons
Carol Macbride
David Mackenzie
Grace Madeira
Kenneth and Valerie Makant
Thomas and Sandra Malott
Mammel Family Foundation
The Mancheski Foundation, Inc.
Eunice Maniaci
Nancy Marini
Eric Marshall and Deb Claflin
Larry and Holli Martin
Eugene and Helen Martz
Karla Mason
Joe and Linda Mason
Patrick McAndrew
Kathryn McCallum
Nanette McClaskey and Bob Cefaioli

Eugene Spencer
William and Judith Springer
Richard and Susan Sprout
David and Arella Squarer
David and Linda Stafford
Ralph and Joann Stevens
Tom Stewart
Leslie Stewart
Stewart & Sons Insurance, Inc.
Tom Stewart, III
Lawrence Stiles
Janet M. Strickland, P.A.
Stroemer & Company, P.A.
Suncoast Conchologists Club
Dennis and Linda Sutherland
Beverley Sutherland
Michael and Deborah Szymanczyk
Merrill Taylor
Robin Taylor Chiarello
Sandy Teger and Dave Waks
William and Kathy Ten Pas
Tenji, Inc.
Jonathan and Sandra Thackeray
Douglas and Mary Lynn Theisen
Sharon Thomas
Elizabeth Thomas
Wayne and Gerry Thompson
Ed and Sheila Thomson
Roger and Cindy Timm
Katherine Tippett
Tom and Margo Toering
Cliff Traff
Frank and Priscilla Transue
Ronald Traskos
William and Barbara Traum
Jane Tripp Howe
Leanne Trout
Sheila Turner
Kelli Turner
Raymond Udavchak
David and Aimee Ulstad
Doris Underwood
Peter V.B. and Laura Unger
Molly Valade
Roxanne van Bokkelen
Robert and Betty Van Tassel
Karen Vanderven
VIP Realty Group
Carolyn Vun Kannon
Dod and Anne Wainwright
Herb and Mary Jane Walker
Char Walonick
Jeffrey and Beverly Warren
George and Renee Watters
Ty Webb
Ronald Weeks
Richard and Gail Weiss
Laurie Wellman
Warren Werner
Dick and Dianne West
West Coast Inland Navigation District
Arlen Westbrook

Edward Wheeler and Anne Haslem
Albert and Margaret White
Charles Whitman
Linda Wickstra
Marilyn Wilcoxon
Tommy and Trudy Williams
Jane Williams
Myk and Jodi Willis
Anita Wilson
Mark and Debbie Wimmer
Walter and Arnee Winshall
John Wolf
Eloise Wood
Gregory and Ruth Woodham
David Wright
Edwin Wurzburg and Deborah 

Haggett, EdD
John Zimmerman
Bill and Patty Zimmerman
Kathryn W. Zimmerman of York 

County Community Foundation
Zonta Foundation of SW Florida, Inc.

CELEBRITY ISLAND DINNER 
SERVERS 2016
Ric Base
Mark Blust
Mary Bondurant
Robin Cook (top server!)
Brian Hollaway
Terry Igo
Joel Johnson
Holli Martin
Lacy McClary
Shelby Peters
Pam Rambo
Robn Roberts

SPONSORS OF THE MONTH 
JAN: Bailey’s General Store
FEB: Sanibel Captiva Trust 

Company
MAR: Island Vacations of Sanibel  

& Captiva, Inc.
APR: Island Vacations of Sanibel  

& Captiva, Inc.
MAY: Chloe’s of Captiva
JUN: Island Inn
J UL: South Seas Island Resort
AUG: Relax and Explore
SEP: Chloe’s of Captiva
OCT: Re/Max of the Islands
NOV: Adventures in Paradise
DEC: Bondurant Realty Group—

John R. Wood Properties

James and Linda McCoy
Dean and Nancy McCumber
Louise McDonald
John and Jordan McIntyre
J. Lawrence and Mary McIntyre
DTM and JLM McLaughlin Family

Foundation
Jennifer McLean
Steve and Wendy McMillan
Garwin and Marilee McNeilus
Sal and Mia Mendoza
Carlos and Alessandra Menendez
Ann Merritt and Richard Fox
James Metzler and Sarah Ashton
William and Maxine Millar
Mike and Lisa Miller
Loris Miller
John and Constance Miller
MMGY Global, LLC
Daniel and Ann Moeder
Thomas and Margaret Mohundro
Joseph and Linda Mondelli
Robert Monk
Sandy and Judith Montclare
Melanie Moraga
Audrey More-Workman
John and Sheilah Morley
Donald and Cynthia Morrongiello
John and Kay Morse
Scott and Arlene Mowry
Bob and Rebekah Moyle
April Muchmore-Vokoun and 

Michael Vokoun
Dick and Emily Muench
Tom and Carol Mullin
Remi Munier and Cynthia Hart
Phillip and Linda Murphy
John Namovic
Leroy and Diane Neitzel
Bruce Neville
North Carolina Shell Club
Amy Nowacki
George Nyquist
Nancy Odén
Larry and Nancy Odette
William and Heather OKeefe
Omni Financial Services of 

Lee County, Inc.
Timothy and Mary Ord
Joel and Bunny Ospa
Owen-Ames-Kimball Company
Robert and Alice Pace
Gerard and Sylvia Pahl
Susan Paladino
Weston Palmer
Palmetto Shell Club
Bruce and Harriet Pattison
Smoky and Stephanie Payson
Marie Peart
Jon and Kim Pelzer
Gary and Nancy Penisten Family 

Foundation
Tim and Catherine Pennington
Ron and Carol Periard
Robert and Anne Perra
Kerry and Laura Person
Gil and Margie Peters
Pfeifer Realty Group
Philip Financial Group
L.E. Phillips Family Foundation, Inc.
Sidney and Jane Picker
Ken and Alice Piech
Cheryl Piencykoski
Sean Pierce
Nancy Pierce
Sue Ann Pirsch

Bela Pokharna
Peggy Porter Hoel
Linda Powers
Cheryl Prann
Gene and Lilia Prokupets
Michael and Cathy Raab
Bill and Stephanie Rahe
Bradner and Karen Rahn
Clark and Pam Rambo
Charles and Jane Ramseth
David and Debra Rathje
Mary and Chris Rayburn
Harold and Patricia Rayburn
Re/Max of the Islands
Colin Redfern
Ruth Reetz
John and Katherine Reid
Relax & Explore with Captain Brian
Bruce and Marian Richards
Edward and Lynn Ridlehoover
Melissa Rinker
William and Virginia Robinson
Charles and Jean Roe
Laura Roebuck and William Meehan
Charles Rohde
Don and Nancy Rolley
Gussie Ross
Rotary Club of Sanibel-Captiva
Barry Roth and Ying Przbyszewski
Priscilla Royse
Allison Ruby and Oscar Rattenborg
Jonathan and Jennifer Rufener
Carol Russell
Louise Sachs
George and Anna Sampas
Alfonso and Delia Sanchez
Leslie and Sandra Sandy
Sanibel Captiva Beach Resorts
Sanibel Captiva Community Bank
Sanibel Captiva Trust Company
Sanibel Public Library
Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club
Sarasota Shell Club
Janice Scandone
Robert and Candace Schaeffer
Andrew Schaller
Wil Schlosser and Patty Wassel
Gary and Bernice Schmelz
Michael and Pat Schmidt
Robert and Rosemary Schoeberle
Kenneth and Susan Schoeck
Tyler and Susan Schoenherr
Bruce Schulz
David and Karen Searles
Patricia Sells
Robert and Cynthia Senkar
Virginia Severinghaus
Graig and Kris Shaak
Shawn and Laura Shaffer
Diana Shall
Phyllis Sharp
Jean Shaulis
Shell Point Retirement Village
Ada Shissler
John and Elizabeth Simler
Beverly and Barbara Simpson
Joyce Sirkin
Judith Sirota
Joann Skillett
Dennis Skowronski and Amy Zelidman
Kerry and Cheryl Smith
Elisabeth Smith
Donna Smith
George and Patti Sousa
South Seas Island Resort
Kevin and Shirley Sparks

2016 DONORS THANK YOU! WITH YOUR SUPPORT, WE LEARN AND LOOK TO THE FUTURE, TOGETHER.  
WE DO THE RIGHT THING, TOGETHER. AND WE SUCCEED, TOGETHER! 

Every effort has been made to 
provide an accurate list of donors. 
If there are any errors or omissions, 
please contact Melanie Moraga at 
239-395-2233 ext. 11



3075 Sanibel–Captiva Road, Sanibel, Florida 33957 ù 239-395-2233 ù info@shellmuseum.org ù www.ShellMuseum.org

March 1, 2017

Dear Community, 

I have the honor and privilege of serving as the 2017 Bailey-Matthews National 
Shell Museum’s President. Having been on the Board of Directors since 2013, 
I’ve come to learn the rich history of the Museum and the important role it plays 
in our local, regional, national and international community. I’ve also had the 
great opportunity to watch Dorrie Hipshmann, the Museum’s Director, along 
with former Board President, Pete Bender, help further guide the Museum into a 
position of strength, both organizationally and financially. 

I can say with confidence that the Museum’s future is both stable and bright. 
Financials are being managed properly and conservatively, while insurance, 
assets, reserves, staff levels, and expenses are all at comfortable levels. The 
Museum’s vision and mission are both well-defined and embraced from 
the top down. Short-, mid-, and long-range goals are clear with the Board’s 
commissioning of a Master Plan in 2016, which will help shape and define the 
Museum, both organizationally and financially, over the next 10+ years. 

Another great indicator of the current and future success of the Museum is the 
dramatic increase in positive visitor feedback. The museum has made changes 
to its staffing, programs, and pricing over the last few years in order to better 
connect with its visitors, volunteers, and financial supporters. The glowing 
feedback from these groups concludes that these efforts are indeed working.

It’s evident that the dedication of past staff, volunteers, and Boards has created 
an opportunity and atmosphere for the Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum 
to shine! I look forward to honoring this longstanding history of progress and 
enthusiastically participating in the Museum’s exciting future.

Chris Davison
2017 Board of Trustees President



3075 Sanibel–Captiva Road, Sanibel, Florida 33957 ù 239-395-2233 ù info@shellmuseum.org ù www.ShellMuseum.org

March 1, 2017

Dear Members, Donors and Volunteers,

Thanks to you, 2016 was a great success. 

The Museum’s annual fund raiser, Under The Sea, was a special evening. 
We moved the event back to the museum and provided live tank 
demonstrations and a tour of the collections area for all of our guests. 
The evening was capped off with by spirited silent and live auctions—and 
generous direct donations.

In May 2016, the museum hosted a forum, Mollusks in Peril, that was presented 
by worldwide recognized scientists. The forum concentrated on the effect of 
climate change on mollusks and the impact on all sea life. The forum focused 
on human activities that place mollusks in peril worldwide.

The Celebrity Island Dinner at Traders in the fall of 2016 kicked off the 
season for non-profit fund raiser parties. An enjoyable evening was had by all 
who attended.

In 2016 the museum introduced new interactive exhibits focusing on mollusks 
and instituted daily live-tank demonstrations.

The museum remains a special place for those who recognize the value of our 
collections, education programs and the science of our changing environment. 
There are great things coming in the future.

Pete Bender
2016 Board of Trustees President


